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A TITLE CARD appears on the screen. It looks like the title 
card from a 1980s infomercial, but it’s updated slightly. 
Like, maybe it’s pink. The ANNOUNCER reads the words on the 
screen. He’s got a classic infomercial announcer-guy voice.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
The following presentation is 
brought to you by female brains. 
Brains that are 100% capable of 
doing math.

Upbeat ‘80s synth music plays. Shots of ‘80s women looking 
confused are captioned with the following words as the 
announcer reads what’s on them:

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
Multiplying. Dividing. Subtracting. 
Adding. Counting. Counting to 10. 
Counting to any number, really. 
Knowing what numbers are. 

The number 3 flashes on screen.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
For instance, knowing that this is 
a number. 

Something super random and ‘80s, like a Reebok high-top 
sneaker, flashes on screen.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
And that this is not a number. What 
do these skills have in common? 
They’re all required to do math.

A title card with the word MATH appears on screen as the 
announcer says “math.” As he speaks the following, simple 
animation acts out what he says:

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
For decades——well, no——for 
centuries——actually, since pretty 
much the beginning of time, math 
has been accessible only to the 
select few who were born with a 
natural talent for numbers, and to 
men. But now you too can be good at 
math. How? With a Math Brain.

The synth music eagerly swells as a MATH BRAIN graphic comes 
on screen, with some rad ‘80s effects. 

CUT TO:



INT. STUDIO

We see DIANA in a power suit and big ‘80s hair, against a 
vibrant backdrop. She’s super announcer-y. Synth music 
continues to play quietly in the background.

DIANA
Hi. I’m Diana Vanveen. Have you 
struggled with math your entire 
life? Do numbers overwhelm you and 
make you lose hope? Or leave you 
feeling like you’re just plain 
dumb? 

For no obvious reason other than the fact that ‘80s 
infomercials do this, Diana enters from a new place to speak 
this next part.

DIANA (CONT’D)
Barbie said it best: Math is tough. 
Especially if you’re a woman. 
Chances are, if you wear shoulder 
pads like me, you struggle with 
basic math skills that others find 
easy, especially men. Why is it 
that women and math go together 
like gravity and great hair? We ran 
a classified ad in our local 
newspaper—— 

Insert: CU of 1980s newspaper ad that reads “FREE PIZZA & A 
SLAP BRACELET!” followed by a bunch of fine print.

DIANA (CONT’D)
——and asked real women some 
questions about math in exchange 
for free pizza and a slap bracelet. 
See if their experiences sound 
familiar to you:

CUT TO:

Diana enters from yet another place. As she speaks, the 
question she asks appears as a caption on the screen:

DIANA (CONT’D)
Question #1: How do you feel about 
math?

We see the testimonials of different women and teen girls, 
each against their own backdrop. They all have big hair and 
wear ‘80s attire. They speak flatly, like those people in 
‘80s informercials speak.

2.



DEBORAH
Oh, I’m just not good at math. At 
least, that’s what everyone tells 
me. And it’s true. 

GINA
It’s common knowledge that my 
learning style is like a well-
greased pan. Nothing sticks.

CYNTHIA
I used to raise my hand in class, 
but I never got called on. 
Eventually my hand went permanently 
numb. So I tried raising my other 
hand. Same thing. So I gave up.

LISA
A math teacher once told me the 
reason I wasn’t doing well in math 
was because I needed glasses. So I 
went to the eye doctor. She said I 
have 20/20 vision. So then my math 
teacher told me I needed a higher 
IQ.

PAMELA, DAWN, and SANDRA sit together.

PAMELA
Well, we’re artists. 

DAWN
We’re in a band. 

SANDRA
So obviously we’re bad at math. 

PAMELA
Yeah. 

DAWN
Everybody knows you can’t be good 
at both.

SANDRA
Obviously.

Diana appears again, with a caption:

DIANA 
Question #2: Why not read a 
textbook to learn more about math?

Back to the women and teens:
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DEBORAH
Well, for one thing, they’re heavy.

GINA
They don’t make any sense. Like, I 
got stuck on this one word problem 
where Julie has $50 and Jane has 8 
dollars more than twice what John 
has, or something like that. I’m 
like, why you playing games with 
me, Jane? You too, John. Just count 
up your cash like Julie did and 
tell me how much you have! Also, 
why do all of your names start with 
the same letter? There’s something 
wrong with that.

Cynthia listlessly flips through a textbook. She wears 
bandages on her hands. Because they’re numb.

CYNTHIA
I just don’t feel like the stuff 
that’s in here has anything to do 
with me. See, this problem is about 
knitting.

She holds up her bandaged hands.

Do I look like I can knit? 

Back to Deborah, who tries to lift a stack of textbooks. She 
struggles.

LISA
They’re expensive. And I have a ton 
of student loans. 

(laughs:)
That’s ironic.

Lisa gets really sad. 

Pamela, Dawn, and Sandra try to read a textbook together.

PAMELA
It’s so boring, it’s just like, 
going on and on. Like, just tell me 
how to do the problem.

DAWN
There are just so many more 
interesting things I could be 
reading. Like Margaret Atwood.
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PAMELA
Ann Rice.

SANDRA
Yeah, Anne Rice. Obviously.

Back to Diana:

DIANA
Question #3: Would you say you have 
a math brain?

Back to the women and teens:

DEBORAH
Oh, no. Mm-mm.

GINA
Well, I thought I did, but then I 
got to that Julie, Jane, and John 
problem and I didn’t know what the 
hell was going on. So apparently, 
no. I don’t.

LISA
What’s the opposite of a math 
brain? I have whatever that is.

CYNTHIA
I know I don’t have a math brain 
because Derek Sakowski told me I 
don’t have one. And he gets called 
on all the time.

PAMELA
No.

DAWN
Uh-uh.

SANDRA
Nope. Obviously.

Back to Diana, entering from another place:

DIANA
In the age of computer, it’s more 
important than ever to be good at 
math. But——as these testimonials 
have shown——for women, it’s an 
uphill battle.

As Diana speaks, CHUCK (large mustache, Tom Selleck-type) and 
one of our girls act out what she says. Chuck is super 
victorious. Maybe he starts lifting weights for no reason. 
Our girl is super desolate.
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DIANA  (V.O.)
You see, the select few, and men, 
are born with an innate talent in 
the area of math, otherwise known 
as a “math brain.” Complicated 
mathematical operations come 
naturally to them, resulting in 
enhanced confidence, success in the 
workplace, and a general feeling of 
“knowing it all.” Most women, on 
the other hand, aren’t born with a 
math brain. Basic arithmetic feels 
nearly impossible to them, and they 
become easily overwhelmed by 
numbers. This results in a lack of 
confidence, falling behind, and a 
general feeling of “I can’t.”

Back to Diana:

DIANA
Well, what if I told you that you 
now you can? 

The synth music swells as the screen flashes. Diana 
reappears, standing behind a table. On the table is a box 
that says “Math Brain.”

DIANA (CONT’D)
Introducing: the Math Brain. 
Previously thought to be 
inaccessible to women, I’m pleased 
to announce that now the Math Brain 
can be yours. In fact, if you’re 
watching this, it is yours. Why?

The synth music stops with a record scratch. Diana pulls out 
a mallet and smashes the box vigorously. For a little longer 
than she needs to. She puts down the mallet.

DIANA (CONT’D)
Because you already have one.

The synth music comes back in with an angry crescendo. The 
testimonial women fill up the screen, kind of like the Brady 
Bunch, and look shocked. 

DIANA (CONT’D)
That’s right. The idea that some 
people are born with math brains 
and others aren’t is not only 
scientifically incorrect, it’s 
complete and utter bullshit. 
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Note: When Diana swears here and later, it’s bleeped. Because 
this is an infomercial, after all.

DIANA (CONT’D)
Don’t believe me? See if you answer 
“yes” to any of these questions:

As Diana asks the questions, she interrupts each of the women 
and teen girls in the middle of an activity. She starts with 
Cynthia. 

DIANA (CONT’D)
Have you ever measured anything?

Cynthia was measuring her bra size and looks up, startled.

CYNTHIA
(embarrassed:)

Um, yeah.

DIANA 
Then you have a math brain!

She starts to high-five Cynthia. Sees her bandage. Lightly 
punches her shoulder instead.

Deborah dials a number on a super old-school cell phone.

DIANA (CONT’D)
Do you have important phone numbers 
memorized?

DEBORAH
Uh-huh.

Diana enters the frame, answering Deborah’s call on an ‘80s 
lip phone.

DIANA 
Then you have a math brain!

Lisa holds a rotisserie chicken on a platter.

DIANA (CONT’D)
Have you ever cooked anything?

LISA
I just did!

SFX: Ding! Diana rips off a drumstick and takes a bite.

DIANA 
Then YOU have a math brain!
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Gina stands with Chuck, who holds a bouquet of roses. Gina 
looks very uncomfortable. 

DIANA (CONT’D)
Do you ever feel like certain 
mustaches don’t spatially make 
sense?

ECU on Chuck’s mustache. 

CHUCK
Hi.

ECU on Chuck’s eyes. He winks.

GINA
That is not OK.

Diana pulls off Chuck’s mustache.

DIANA
Then YOU have a math brain!

She hands the roses to Gina.

Pamela, Sandra, and Dawn play music. Diana yells over them.

DIANA (CONT’D)
DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT? OR ENJOY 
LISTENING TO LITERALLY ANY TYPE OF 
MUSIC?

They stop. 

SANDRA
Obviously.

They start again.

DIANA 
(yelling over the music:)

THEN YOU HAVE A MATH BRAIN!

Diana in a new frame. As she speaks, the list of activities 
scrolls across the screen, like the titles of songs in those 
CD infomercials. We see the women and teens doing a few of 
them. And just like infomercials, those activities are 
highlighted in yellow. 
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DIANA (CONT’D)
Do you like doing aerobics, telling 
jokes, making coffee, getting down 
on the dance floor, reciting 
Shakespeare, using a crimping iron, 
playing Pac-Man, or counting cold 
hard cash? Then YOU have a 
motherfucking Math Brain!  

Suddenly, Diana appears in front of a chalkboard wearing a 
white lab coat. Because #credibility. As she speaks this next 
paragraph, she refers to the chalkboard. 

DIANA (CONT’D)
If you have a brain, then you have 
a math brain. The problem lies in 
believing you don’t. Stanford 
psychology researcher Carol Dweck 
discovered that girls who believe 
mathematical ability is fixed——i.e. 
you either have a math brain or you 
don’t——tend to struggle with math, 
while those who believe that math 
is a skill you can develop, like 
riding a bike, tend to do well. 
Boys, Dweck found, don’t have the 
same issue. They just assume that 
they have math brains.

Diana reappears.

DIANA (CONT’D)
If you think you don’t have a math 
brain, see if you can figure out 
where that belief came from. 

As Diana asks the following questions, we see a few of the 
women, considering:

DIANA (CONT’D)
Did a teacher or authority figure 
tell you so? Did you get stuck on a 
problem and decide that you just 
suck at math? Are you suffering 
from political psychologist John 
Jost’s theory of system 
justification, which essentially 
states that people who suffer the 
most from a given situation are 
paradoxically the least likely to 
question, challenge, reject, or 
change it? 

Back to Diana, sans coat:
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DIANA (CONT’D)
Your brain is totally capable of 
learning math. And just like riding 
that bike, the more you use it, the 
better you’ll be. But don’t take my 
word for it.                            

We see the women again. As each one starts to speak, a 
“Before” photo appears on the screen, then moves up to the 
upper left corner of the screen as she continues to talk. 
Each looks exactly the same in the “Before” photo, only 
sadder or more tortured/confused/frustrated, etc.

DEBORAH
Realizing I have a math brain has 
totally changed my life. It’s not 
like I’m a math genius overnight or 
anything. 

Insert: Deborah lifts up a stack of textbooks, victoriously.

DEBORAH (CONT’D)
But I know I can become one if I 
want to. Or at least get pretty 
close.

CYNTHIA
Yesterday in class, Derek Sakowski 
tried to tell me again that I don’t 
have a math brain. 

Insert: Cynthia doles out dollar bills with her bandaged 
hands, rapper-style.

CYNTHIA (CONT’D)
I told him that after doing some 
simple calculations, I found that 
he has a 1 in 10 million chance of 
getting laid. That shut him up. 

Insert: Gina wields a frying pan like a weapon, showing off 
some unidentifiable ninja moves.

GINA
Sure, some people might still pick 
up math faster than me, but when I 
learn it the way I learn? It 
sticks. 

Insert: She blows the top of the frying pan, like a gun.

GINA (CONT’D)
Well-greased pan my ass.
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LISA
It turns out I did need glasses. 
And by glasses I mean shades. 

Insert: Lisa puts on some awesome ‘80s sunglasses.

LISA (CONT’D)
So I can throw them at all the 
haters. 

Insert: Lisa throws the sunglasses. 

LISA (CONT’D)
While I’m solving the quadratic 
formula. Bitch.

Insert: Pamela, Dawn, and Sandra rock out.

PAMELA
We just wrote a song called 
“Irrational Number.” It never ends. 
Get it?

Insert: Still rocking. Dawn yells, “How long have we been 
playing?!”

DAWN
Because irrational numbers never 
end. 

Insert: Pamela yells back, “Five hours!!!”

SANDRA
Duh.

Back to Diana:

DIANA VANVEEN
Why should you continue to 
undermine your chances of success 
by holding onto a false and 
limiting belief that’s been 
perpetuated by our society, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, for a 
preposterously long amount of time? 
It’s your turn to join the millions 
of women every day who have decided 
it’s time to own a math brain. Or, 
rather, own the fact that they 
already have one. 

Cut to a classic infomercial end card (but, just like at the 
top, maybe it’s pink) with “1-800-MATH-BRN” and other 
relevant info. 
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There’s a video frame in the end card, where we see the 
smashed Math Brain box. The announcer from the beginning 
speaks, quickly:

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
The Math Brain can be yours for 
five easy payments of zero dollars 
and zero cents. That’s a grand 
total of just zero dollars and zero 
cents. And if you order now, you’ll 
receive the full STEM Brain set, 
complete with the Science Brain, 
the Technology Brain, and the 
Engineering Brain. 

Smashed versions of these boxes get tossed into frame.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
Plus, we’ll throw in a free copy of 
Like, Totally: 21 Confidence-
Boosting Tips as well as Gag Me 
With A Spoon: A Collection of 
Effective Comebacks For When Bogus 
Losers Undermine Your Intelligence. 
No shipping and handling required.

These also enter frame.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
Sold separately, these items would 
cost however much years of buying 
into incorrect stereotypes costs. 
In other words, a lot. But sold 
together, they cost you absolutely 
nothing. To order, call one eight 
hundred Math Brain——that’s 1-800-
MATH-BRN——or just call your own 
phone number and congratulate 
yourself on having a math brain 
this whole. damn. time.

END.
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